
 
A Guide to the Prairie Portals 

      
Along the walking paths, you will find a number of 
structures -- some big, some small. Each piece was designed 
as a portal – a doorway to a different dimension, much as 
we think of with the entrances to cathedrals, temples, kivas, 
etc.   The portals of Prairie Hollow are intended to be an 

invitation to travel into a different space, both physically and metaphorically. These prairie 
portals are Laura’s vision, but were co-creations involving many people. The installations are 
designed to invite you on a journey or pilgrimage much like idea of the labyrinth that heads the 
path. Where you go and what you do is entirely your choice. It depends upon your intention. 
There is no right or wrong way to experience these portals. Let your intention & intuition be 
your guide. 
 

The Labyrinth is a unicursal path, meaning that it has no dead ends 
or false paths (as are found in a maze). Once you begin, you are 
always led to the center. Labyrinths have existed in many cultures and 
are used for meditation or spiritual pilgrimage. Our labyrinth is based 
on a design known as the Chalice Labyrinth. The labyrinth has 
representations of the 5 elements: earth, water, fire, air and space. We 
call it the Peace Labyrinth with the understanding that seeking 
balance in all things brings peace. 

 
 
Walls Collapsing  This piece is near the beginning of the path. It is a 
chair sitting alone in the field with four “walls” laying flat on the ground 
at each side. This image represents the way that we can be in a prison of 
our own design, and when we choose we can collaspe the walls, freeing 
ourselves. It also represents the beginning of the spiritual journey when 
we feel our normal way of viewing the world collapse.  
 
 

Entering the Draw  This is a natural portal on the land, linking one field to 
the next is a hollow or small draw. In the spring, a stream will flow after the 
rains but most of the year it is a dry, quiet dark space. It can represent moving 
into the unknown.  (Please watch your step as you move through the draw. 
There are exposed roots in the path and it may be slippery after rains.) 
 
 
 

The Golden Gate  This portal greets you as you ascend from the draw 
into the enclosed meadow. It represents moving from darkness back into 
the light.  As you pass through, perhaps you might notice an increase in 
the bird population on this side of the draw. 



     After going through the golden archway, you have three choices in terms of direction. The 
lefthand path leads up the hill to The View, then onto Desarae’s Portal. The straight path leads 
to the TARDIS and the right hand path leads to The Pergola.  This is a circular path that rings 
the field, so no matter which way you choose you can visit each spot without backtracking or 
getting lost. 
 
 

The Pergola  This portal invites you into deeper reflection into the draw 
if you wish. Sometimes it can be helpful to take time to reflect into our 
hidden dimensions or shadowy aspects. This space is ideal for that 
intention.  A short path in front of the chairs leads to a point in the draw 
where a small waterfall comes into being after a heavy rain. 
 
 
 

 
 
The British Police Box  This portal was inspired by the television show 
Doctor Who. The police box on the show is a spaceship piloted by a helpful alien 
known as The Doctor. The ship is called by its acronym TARDIS (Time and 
Relative Dimensions In Space).  With this, the Doctor can travel anywhere in 
time and space. For those who know this show, it can be a fun experience to 
visit the TARDIS.  For those who don’t, the idea of going through a portal 
that can take you to anywhere in time and space can be exciting and fun! 
 
 

 
Desarae’s Portal  This natural portal was found by a woman walking the 
loop so it carries her name. This portal, she said, let’s you into darkness but 
then back into the light. You are welcome to walk through the portal and 
back out again or you can enter from a small side path and walk it as part of 
the unicursal path. Either way it is a place to walk into the light. 
 
 
 

 
The View  This is a good spot to relax and let be. Two adirondack 
chairs sit at the top of  a hill facing a beautiful patch of tallgrass 
prairie. Fans are provided to cool yourself on a hot day as well as 
several containers from which you can blow bubbles. This space 
invites you to relax, enjoy life and play. 


